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‘NEW ‘SAVE EUROPE’ COUNCIL 


MOSCOW MEETING PRODUCES 
SECOND THOUGHTS 


HE Moscow conference has been what used to. be called ‘a 


diplomatic victory” for Russia. 


She has given way on 


nothing essential. She has won her point about participation in 
control of Japan; she has surrendered nothing in the dangerous 
affair of Azerbaijan, nor ceased to turn the heat on Turkey. 
Towards a unified plan for Germany there is no sign of advance; 

___.nor towards the lifting of the 


SUPPORTS COBSRA APPEAL 


PHE “Save Europe Now” move- 
ment (14 Henrietta Street, 
London, WC2) has now been formally 
constituted as a Council. 
- The Master of Balliol, Dr. Sidney 
M. Berry, the Bishop of Chichester, 
Dr. Gilbert Murray, OM, and Earl 
Russell are the sponsors. Victor Gol- 
lanez is chairman of the Executive, 
Eleanor Rathbone, MP, the vice-chair- 
man, and the Rev. Henry Carter, 
CBE, hon. treasurer. 

(n the space of a few weeks more 
than 60,000 men and women have 
offered to give up part of their rations 
for European relief. A deputation 
waited upon the Minister of Food, 
and suggested a number of methods 
by which this desire might be made 
effective. All were rejected, and so 
-was a proposal that. people who eat 
in restaurants should be required to 
surrender “ points.” It is noted, how- 
ever, with pleasure that 90,000 tons 
of surplus stores, “thrown up” in 
the change: over to peace conditions, 
have been sent by the Minister to 
Central Europe. 

But while volunteers will not be 
allowed, for the time being at least, 
to give up part of their rations, the 
same result can now be achieved by 
another method. 


perverted 


a HE Story of Children in 


the Occupied Lands’”’ is 
the sub-title of a well-produced, 
brightly pictorial booklet pub- 
lished by HM Stationery Office 
for the United Nations Informa- 
tion Organization. From gloom 
to sunshine the cover carries the 
message of “‘ Today’s Children— 
Tomorrow’s Hope.” 

You might think that a publication 
with this title and popular appeal, 
coming from the world’s newest great 
governmental alliance would indeed 
turn our eyes fairly and fully to some- 
thing like a daybreak. Alas for the 
perversion of hope! 

To begin with, the description in the 
sub-title is misleading, The thirteen 
dJands of the booklet are not all which 
are or have been occupied. Along the 
Baltic three countries unmentioned 
still figure on our maps as separate 
and independent. Are they not occu- 
pied? 

Rumania ‘is, certainly, So are Hun- 
gary, Austria. Bulgaria. If any one 
or more of these quarterings of for- 
eign armies is to be omitted as 
friendly and unproductive of suffer- 
ing, what then of the German occupa- 
tions in alliance with Quisling gov- 
ernments? Or, if grievous suffering 
creates the right to be included in 
the “stery” why omit Germany, 
Austria, Italy? Luxembourg is in; 
-why, then, exclude the lands where 
we know the children to be wasting in 
millions? 

Enemy-occupied only 


The “ Story,” of course, is not of 
“the Occupied Lands.” It is of 
countries that were occupied. And 
despite its contrasting cover pictures 
of a starved child and a happy baby, 
only three out of its forty pages 
directly assist us to care for young 
life. What is everywhere prominent 
in the major part, is familiar propa- 
ganda against Germany or, occasion- 
ally, Japan or Bulgaria. “The Fas- 
cists directed a deliberate campaign 


The allocation of food to the 
various relief organizations working 
in Europe has been increased, and 
their activities have been extended to 
include the civilian populations of 
Germany and Austria. These were 
among the proposals put by the depu- 
tation to the Minister of Food. But 
in order that the additional quantities 
of food may be taken up, a sum of 
approximately £100,000 (as reported 
in last week’s PN) will have to be 
raised by public subscription: and 
the Council is issuing an urgent 
Christmas appeal that contributions 
should immediately be sent to the 
Food Relief Fund, Cobsra, 75 Victoria 
Street, SW1. The Council suggests 
that everyone who was prepared to 
surrender “points” should refrain 
from using them and should send the 
money so saved to the Fund. 

The Council is publishing two new 
free leaflets, bringing up-to-date in- 
formation on European relief needs. 


INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 


The Swiss Government is advancing 
up to five million frances to the Inter- 
national Red Cross Committee in 
Geneva to permit it to continue its 
work of aid for prisoners and refu- 
gees. 


‘Tomorrow's hope’ 


by Percy Redfern 


of destruction that has nothing to do 
with the incidental though tragic 
casualties of modern warfare.” 

The war against children . . . * Disease, 
starvation and brutal destruction, according 
to the Fascist plan.” 


It is the familiar war propaganda, 
but wicked because it is circulated 
when the war is over ,and issued in 
the name of the world’s newest hope 
of a world union. And it is propa- 
ganda so intent on that purpose that 
when it has nothing else to assert it 
descends to the anti-climax of “ the 
Germans requisitioned many 
school buildings-” 

The case against atrocity stories is 
not that they are wholly untrue. The 
case is that they are untested state- 
ments, readily accepted without 
judicial examination (which in a legal 
sense is usually impossible), although 
obviously inspired by hostile intent. 
They are also selected statements, 
with the context left out. There is 
nothing of the other truths that world 
balance, mitigate and explain. The 
defence is unorganized and unheard. 
And however sincerely believed, they 
are circulated through indignation to 
arouse hate. Which is why it is 
shocking to see such stuff issued this 
autumn, to worsen the appalling divi- 
sions and antagonisms which are the 
world’s curse and unbearable burden 
today. Issued in the name of the 
United Nations, it blackens the new 
with the hideousness of the old. 


The Spirit of Truth 


Political and economic ways of pre- 
venting war are many. Of moral 
means there is only one. If the whole 
truth is so often beyond our limited 
minds we can, at least, attempt the 
spirit of it. And if we cannot see 
what is wrong in ourselves and love 
others in spite of what is so evidently 
wrong’ in them, we can aim at an 
equality in discovering truth and ad- 
mitting it, and at kindness in our 
justice. The opposite of all-this is 
just what accumulates in the world 
until it bursts into war. The way out 
of wars is, no doubt, political: but it 
is also (which is more under individ- 


ual control) the way of fairness and | 


the truthful spirit. 


cruel pressure on Austria. (Tue 
contrast between the treatment 
of Austria and that of Bulgaria 
is glaring and shocking.) 


The British Press, after headlining 
the success of the conference, has had 
despondent second thoughts about it, 
typical of which is The Observer’s 
reflection that the Big Three is re- 
vealed as the Big Two. It concludes 


Observer’s 
Commentary 


that USA, in order to make a deal 
with Russia over the Far East, has 
pulled out from Europe and the 
Middle East. This is a_ serious 
matter, for it is on the cards that a 
new war will begin. The Turks, like 
the Finns, are quite likely to choose 
deilberately to gio down fighting, 
rather than become a Russian satellite 
by peaceful surrender. 


Bogus Nationalism 


MPHE British position in the rest of 

the Middle East cannot be main- 
tained against Russia. What of it we 
retain, will be retained henceforward 
by Russia’s permission. The old 
British policy of propping up corrupt 
and oppressive regimes will not work 
any more. To the duress of the old 
Czarist policy of political and military 
penetration is now added the attrac- 
tion of the Russian idea. Whereas 
nationalism could be used against 
Czarist expansion, it does not avail 
against Soviet expansion: for the 
nationalism of the Middle East 
(Turkey excluded) is bogus, being 
based on exploitation of the under- 
dog. Turkey is different. It seems 
to be generally admitted that it is, in 
the main, a nation of peasant-proprie- 
tors who are contented and even 
prosperous in their modest way. 
Turkey will not disintegrate itself by 
its own rottenness like Persia. 

But any attempt to protect British 
“interests” in the Middle East by 
force or intrigue against Russia will 
come to grief. Russia has more force, 
nearer to hand; and leaves us standing 
in intrigue. Anyhow, those interests 
derive from an imperialism in the 
Far East which is now collapsing. We 
cannot help wondering whether the 
Labour government has thought out a 
new and coherent policy for these twio 
spheres; or is only struggling blindly 
under the inheritance of Churchill’s 
short-sighted irresponsibility, 


Failure for De Gaulle 
DE GAULLE’S ostentatious snub- 


do a deal with Russia have met with 
retribution. His policy has failed, 
and there are signs that his influence 
is waning: but such deliverances 
always come too late. I should find it 
hard to believe that he was not 
opposed to the virtual abolition of the 
security police (Col. “ Passy’s” or- 
ganization) and to the abolition of 
the prefectural system in France. 
This last impresses me more—but is 
not more important—than the de- 
valuation of the franc, and the accept- 
ance by the Constituent Assembly of 
the Monnet plan for increasing the 
productivity of France. 

The unanimous vote_of the Commis- 
sion of the Assembly to abolish the 
prefectural system and to replace it by 
administration by locally elected 
authorities is a revolutionary break 
with the past. The system of cen- 
tralized administration through the 
préfet and sous-préfets in the depart- 
ments, established by Napoleon, has 
endured through all the changes of 
political regime in France. Directly 
appointed by and responsible to the 


bing of England and seeking to 


Minister of the Interior, the préfet 
and his subordinates really controlled 
the local administration—he had to 
approve the budget of every single one 
of the 38,000 communes, and had 
power to suspend the maire or the 
council. He also to a considerable 
extent “made” the elections. What 
to Englishmen will seem quite aston- 
ishing, the préfet of Paris really 
governed Paris itself. Imagine the 
authority of the London County 
Council exercised by a single official 
appointed by the Home Secretary! 


A model for others 


TPHE importance of the change is 

~ very great—for the French sys- 
tem served as a model for other 
European countries into which formal 
democracy was introduced in the 19th 
century: Italy, Poland, Rumania, and 
Greece for example. Hence the 
maneeuvring, which so often puzzles 
Englishmen, in post-war governments 
to obtain the Ministry of the Interior 
for a particular party. Thereby, the 
party obtains a control of the adminis- 
tration of the country which is quite 
impossible in England; and, since the 
arrangements for elections fall under 
the central administration, the oppor- 
tunities for jerrymandering are gener- 
ous, and seldom neglected in backward 
countries. Direct interference with 
election was not practised in France 
itself; but the power and patronage 
at the disposal of the préfet was un- 
doubtedly used to influence them. 

Nor will readers have forgotten the 
curious statement of de Gaulle, during 
the recent deadlock after the French 
elections, that the Communists could 
not be allowed the Ministry of the In- 
terior because it was the function of 
the Minister to protect the foreign 
policy of the nation at home. That 
certainly sounded much less prepos- 
terous to a Frenchman than to an 
Englishman, though probably de 
Gaulle himself did not mean it liter- 
ally. It was a roundabout way of 
saying that it would be particularly 
dangerous for the Communists to 
have control wf the administrative 
machine. 


Reversing the trend 


MPPHE abolition of the prefectural 
“system together with the accept- 
ance of the Monnet plan give a definite 
shape to French policy—administra- 
tive decentralization and economic 
centralization: both of which are re- 
versals of the previous trend. The 
Economist (Dec. 29), which speaks 
with authority on the second aspect, is 
not sanguine about the success of a 
planned economy in France. It com- 
plains that the nature of the economic 
problem is not generally understood in 
France, and that “ although France is 
weighed down with economic controls, 
even the most elementary facts and 
statistics are not available, and many 
of the controls are contradictory of 
ineffective.” 

The truth is that the prevalent men- 
tality of France is unsympathetic to 
large-scale industrialism, to conveyor 
belt, to mass-production, to the chain- 
store and other typical manifestations 
of the machine civilization. And in 
that resistance is grounded much of 
the peculiar charm of French civiliza- 

(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


A NEW MIND FOR 1946 


ONE thing is certain. The New 

Year will bring to us all much un- 
familiar experience. It is difficult to 
realize how insecure and fundamen- 
tally chaotic is the world in which we 
now live, or how unpredictable its 
eventual patterning. So far there is 
disappointingly little sign, at the level 
of national action, of the gravity and 
urgency of the human predicament. 
But it may come. 

We pacifists have our plain duty: to act 
with awareness ourselves, and to do all we 
can to increase the general awareness: above 
all, to work with a heightened sense of respon- 
sibility for the common weal. Let us be able 
to say to ourselves, when 1946 comes to its 
end, that we have done all we could, each in 
our several ways, to bring into being in our- 
selves and others “‘ the new social mind” on 
which the preservation of a human civilization 
depends, 

I wish all the readers of Peace News a 
happy New Year: and I ask them to make a 
special effort to contribute regularly to the 
Peace News Fund. The coming year will make 


avy demand on it. 
eel THE -EDITOR. 
Contributions since Dec. 21: £6 3s. 1d. 
Total to date: £6,132 Is. 10d. 
Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News, Ltd., and address them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


January 4, 1946 


PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Stamford Hill 2262 


All letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


THE ESSENTIAL 
SPIRIT OF EUROPE 


A DUTCH member writes in the 
** Quarterly News Letter of the 
International FOR, 


‘Gradually it becomes clear to us that the 
coming years will be of vita) decision, whether 
the world will be governed by Washington or 
by Moscow. It may be that the small nations 
will be crushed between the big two, or will 
be foreed to co-operate with one of them. 
Both possibilities mean another demonic des- 
traction, of which Hiroshima will be only the 
beginning. It is the task of the British Empire, 
it appears to me, to choose with which of the 
two giants it will co-operate; or, if not, to 
give a strong and well-defined guidance to the 
western mations and the small countries, in 
omer to form a third and reconciling com- 
ponent in the status of the world. I have hope 
that more socialist governments of a new type, 
that is, socialist governments guided by Christ- 
ian and humanist principles, will find one 
another in the face of this historic task man- 
kind has to tackle.” 


This looking to Britain for a lead 
which will save the smaller nations 
from succumbing either to the econo- 
mic domination of USA or the politi- 
cal and economic domination of 
Russia is, we believe shared by many 
Western Europeans. Whether it has 
yet grown to the strength of a uni- 
versal sentiment we have no means of 
knowing. But we believe it will. 
And it will have consciously to con- 
tend with the two universalisms 
which threaten what remains of the 
civilization of Europe—the univer- 
salism of Gold, and the universalism 
of Communism. 

Against those materialisms, the 
fight must be spiritual. And the first 
essential in the fight is to reject the 
secondary materialism which doubts 
whether material power can be re- 
sisted by spiritual means. The second 
is to realize that the Europe that is 
now in jeopardy is a spiritual thing— 
provided that the word spiritual is not 
used in a narrowly religious sense. 

For there are two distinct and 
equally precious elements in the Euro- 
pean tradition—and only one’of them 
is Christian. The Dutch correspond- 
ent is right when he speaks of 
“ Christian and humanist principles ”; 
and the Church of England is wrong 
when in its recent and disappointing 
volume on “ The Conversion of Eng- 
land” it puts Christianity and human- 
ism in deadly opposition. Not that 
they cannot be opposed to one an- 
other; they oan be and have been. 
But the spirit of European civilization 
has always suffered eclipse hen they 
have been opposed; and_ shone 
gloriously when they have been iin 
harmony. 

Keats was speaking for Europe 
when, in one of his deepest medita- 
tions on human destiny he turned for 
consolation to the figures of the only 
two completely disinterested men he 
knew: Socrates and Jesus. They are 
the heroes of the European spirit— 
the exemplars of the disinterested love 
of Truth and the disinterested love of 
Man. And it is only in so far as those 
two loves achieve a new harmony that 
the spirit of Europe will rise trium- 
phant from lits present agony. Says 
Salvador de Madariaga finely: 

“Tt is their interlocking (of the Socratic 
and Christian spirits) which imparts to Euro- 
pean history its richness and its subtlety. It 


is im thie spiritual Socratic-Christian world 
that Europe must live. If she leaves it she 
will no longer be Europe. Accordingly, the 
European resurrection must take place in the 
light of two clearly defined principles: respect. 
of the human person as an end in itself, and 
freedom of thought.” (The Fortnightly Review, 
Dee., 1945.) 


Reverence for the one is not possible 
without reverence for the other. We 
British pacifists owe our very exist- 
ence to the respect paid by this coun- 
try to those twin principles. For the 
New Year let us resolve to be abso- 
lutely loyal to them in thought and 
act; to arouse Britain to a more fear- 
less championing of them; so that she 
may fulfil her manifest mission—to be 
the leader of the true and peaceful 
resistance of Europe to the material- 
isms that threaten her—of which the 
former European “resistance” was 
but the ambiguous shadow. 


Peace News is open for the expression of 
all points of view relevant to pacifism. 
Articlea in it, whether signed or unsigned, do 
Not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly 
organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertise- 
menta Imply any endorsement of, or PPU 
connexion with, the matter advertised. 


Why not a league for 


TPHE advent of the V-2 Rocket Shell 

and the Atomic Bomb, has put 
humanity “on the spot.” The almost 
indefinite increase in destructive 
power which may be in the possession 
of most industrialised nations within 
a very few years, has completely 
changed the outlook for world peace. 
Apparently the brightest future that 
politicians and military leaders dare 
to speculate upon is an uneasy peace 
for a couple of generations during 
which ever more terrifying weapons 
are devised for “ defence ” in the pro- 
mised era of atomic warfare. 

Past experience warns that the 
search for security will create a 
vicious circle of fear and competing 
armaments, leading almost inevitably 
to war. Such a period of armed 
truce prior to a conflict which it is 
universally acknowledged will mean 
the downfall of civilization, hiolds no 
satisfaction for those who desire and 
have faith in permanent peace as a 
realisable ideal. 


The Drive to war 


The history of this century has re- 
vealed quite plainly the forces which 
lead to war. Economic maladjust- 
ments and strife, territorial griev- 
ances, hatred and desires for revenge, 
national sovereignties, imperialism, 
greed, power politics, exaggerated 
nationalism, fear, military conscrip- 
tion, competing armaments, blunders 
of politicians, anarchy in international 
life. Understanding them, active 
pacifists have looked to the post-war 
years as opportunity for increased 
efforts to remove these underlying 
causes of war and to create conditions 
in which world peace could be estab- 
lished. But Hiroshima and Naga- 
Sa have completely changed the out- 
ook. 

Momentarily, the possibility of atomic 
power being vested in the sole control 
of a small, internationally appointed 
body, suggested that many people’s 
cherished idea of an International 
Police Force might become a reality. 
Events have destroyed such a hope. 

In this situation, what has the PPU 
to offer? Its present works and in- 
tentions are admirable. It is neces- 


asks DENIS RILEY 


W orld disarmament? 


sary for pacifists to engage in social 
and humanitarian work of many 
kinds; essential, tolo, that efforts to 
remove causes of conflict and to create 
liberty, justice and co-operation sheuld 
be continued. But in relation to the 
short time, possibly ten years, which 
may be at our disposal to save civil- 
ization, the PPU as at present organ- 
ized and functioning, is totally 
inadequate to the task. 

It is of vital importance that the 
efforts of the pacifist movement be 
combined with those of non-pacifists 
and concentrated in the one direction 
which holds out a tangible hope for 
the abolition of war. That direction is 
admittedly a short cut—but a practi- 
cal one; and it has the advantage of 
simplicity of appeal. It is the rapid 
achievement of world disarmament. 
That means the reduction of personnel 
and equipment to national forces 
sufficient solely for the maintenance 
of internal order and the policing of 
seas and frontiers, 


Now is the time 


Germany, Italy and Japan will 
shortly be completely disarmed. Pre- 
sumably the victorious nations will 
sooner or later sit together to arrange 
the peace settlements. Now is the 
time to prepare a campaign for a 
renewal of the Briand-Kellogg Pact, 
but this time guaranteed by a uni- 
versal pledge of mutual] disarmament 


in agreed stages, to be completed 
within ten years. This is at least a 
possibility. 


Its success would automatically remove or 
reverse many of the war-tendencies which 
normally accompany armed power. Disarma- 
ment achieved would not remove all causes 
of tension and discord, but it would facilitate 
the peaceful salution of many by conference 
or by a Court of International Justice. 

Progressive disarmament by clearly defined 
stages to armies not exceeding 100,000 men, 
on a voluntary basis and long-period service: 
the abolition of all military weapons and 
equipment which are unnecessary for policing 
purposes; abolition of military conscription ; 
abolition of all naval vessels except a limited 
number none exceeding 1,000 tons, and all 
underwater craft: complete abolition of mili- 
tary aircraft and the international contro! and 


LETTERS 


The French thesis 


The recent heavy strictures laid py 
Observer upon the de Gaulle plan for 
Germany prompt the following com- 
ments. 


The ‘French thesis’? for Germany _ in- 
volves the scrapping of the Potsdam plans 
for the industrial denudation of that country 
together with the flooding of the Ruhr mines. 
The Potsdam plan is for the destruction of 
German industria] power, not for its use and 
international distribution. The French thesia 
is for the Ruhr to be placed under the control 
of those countries who benefit from the supply 
of Ruhr coal and who together will plan the 
distribution of the resources. De Gaulle has 
offered the rest of Germany 50 per cent. of 
such resources. 

The Russians may wish to pul! out of Ger- 
many in the near future, although it would 
be interesting to know how Observer arrives 
at this conclusion. The matter is not of much 
relevance however as the important factor is 
the nature of the administration they will 
leave behind. Reliable rgports are unanimous 
as to the power of the Communists in the 
Russian zones of Germany. Under a speedy 
centralized German political system iit is 
reasonable toa suppose that this power will 
go nationwide and be superior to that of the 
other permissible parties. Under the Potsdam 
plan this would bring foreign Communist 
power to the borders of France. And the 
Communists are the most powerful party in 
France just now, especially as regards power 
of economic organization. The French thesis 
on that plane may be regarded as an attempt 
to keep Western Europe within the framework 
of social democracy. 

The first point may have escaped Observer 
since De Gaulle dresses up everything he says 
and does into military uniform. The second 
point may leave him cold. The issue of mili- 
tary security implied in the French thesis I 
feel sure would make no impression upon him 
working as he does upon the assumption that 
all that ie now irrelevant. The French (and 
the very great majority are behind De Gaulle 
in this) do not think so. But then the French 
do not work in Blackstock Road. And so far 
as the rations for Germans issued by the 
French are conceived, the French cannot give 
what they have not got. 

HOWARD FOX. 

“Thornwood,” Cross Keys, 

Sevenoaks, Kent. 

(Mr. Fox is surely too categorical about. the 
purpose of the Potsdam plan. It has been 
laiely given a liberal interpretation by USA.— 
Ed., PN.) 


i q 
Joy amid the}gloom 
My heart leaped with joy when I read these 
words of Lt.-Col. King, MP, as quoted by 
Observer (PN, Dee. 14): 
“The major casualty of this war had been 
. . . decay in moral standards, in truth, in 
common honesty and, worst of all, in the 
increasing of callousness of the human heart 
everywhere. We had got to the stage where 
we could see millions die, and nowhere was 
the heart of man shaken by it.” 
The obvious fact is that, unless we realize 
how vast is the misery and gloom into which 
our so-called leaders have }ed us, there is 


not the slightest hope that we shall ever find 
our way out of it. And here comes, unex- 
pectedly, a clear and truthful description of 
the unfathomable tragedy of our time. To 
tind it, was a great joy. 

But how disappointing was the continuation 
of Commentary: “It is good news that Bevin 
and Byrnes and Molotov are to meet in Mos- 
cow. It ends the miserable deadlock . . .” 
and so on. 

Ia it really important to ruminate the news 
about where one mediocrity went, whom he 
met, and what he said ta another mediocrity? 
We must surely be under the influence of a 
dreadful hypnotism to follow these mediocri- 
ties with our anxious eyes, thinking ourselves 
helpless without them and expecting some- 
thing from them. And this in spite of the 
fact that so far they have only led us cal- 
lously from one war to another. 

They are heart and soul in their work, but 
are we? What are we doing? Are we devoted, 
heart and soul, to de-hypnotizing people? Are 
we helping them to realize that they are little 
Jess than lunatics if they go on making the 
atomic hombs and then worry themselves to 
death about how to prevent the diplomatic 
and the war-lords from falling out with each 
other and using these bomhs? We might as 
well tell them, if they are unable to see it 
themselves, that it is far easier and, more- 
over, that it is in the interests of their fellow- 
men that they should refrain from making 
them. We are anxious and troubled about 
many things, while only one thing is needful. 

L. PERNO. 

16 Heatherlea Road, 

Southbourne, Bournemouth. 


Courage and maturity 


Thank goodness you have let Alex Comfort 
contribute! It is all very nice for our friends 
who still get comfort from God and Christ 
ideas, to get regular contributions in Peace 
News to sustain them. However, I continually 
marvel at these friends wha have been unmoved 
in their “religious ’’ beliefs by the last six 
years’ show-down. Men sand women, alone, 
will alter human behaviour. Men and women 
with courage and determination to oppose the 
authoritarian state and not just be satisfied 
with heing tolerated. It is so refreshing to 
read Comfort vindicating some of our best 
comrades in the anti-war struggle—the poli- 
tical pacifists, whose sincerity was often sus- 
pect at the beginning of the war and who 
were frowned on by Tribunals. The vital 
sentence in Comfort’s essay is “We are the 
sole revolutionary movement which does not 
earry in itself the seeda of post-revolutionary 
tyranny.” 4 

Therefore, I add, as postscript to Comfort, 
the warning that we must be possessed with 
the urgency of the need for our revolutionary 
movement in human affaire. The very fact 
that you are reading this proves that you 
are alive. That you are alive is a pure chance 
and no particular merit. Therefore the fact 
that we have survived this war places on us 
the responsibility to resist in a more mature 
and stubborn way. On the other hand it is 
the height of irresponsibility for us to slip 
into more and more pana. Ay the 

itarian form of society. 
tee is authoritaria’ CTOR E. RICHFORD. 
28a, Market Street, 
Tamworth, Staffs. 


supervision of civilian aviation; renunciation 
of rocket shells and the atomic bomb; and 
adequate provision for an international inspec- 
torate to confirm that such limitations are 
being honoured. Ais. ; 
These are but a rough indication of 


possible objectives. They are open to 
many criticisms by pacifists. Various 
attempts at disarmament between the 
two wars failed; but our knowledge 
of the reasons for their ffilure, and 
the radically changed situation today, 
suggest that given a combined effort 

and 2 relentless will to achieve a 
clear-cut aim of this nature, the goal 
may be reached. ; 

But this is not a campaign for 
pacifists alone. It requires nothing 
less than a united effort of all who are 
prepared to work for peace. A cam- 
paign of this nature can only be con- 
ducted with the necessary efficiency 
and maximum appeal if an organiza- 
tion is created specifically for the 
limited purpose outlined, Pacifists 
have long been looking for a “ peace ” 
policy—would not the promotion and 
furtherance of a “ League for World 
Disarmament by 1955” be a purpose 
to which we could wholeheartedly de- 
vote our resources and energies? 

. Given the will to do it, and the good- 
will and tact to secure the partnership 
of prominent non-pacifists, such an 
organization might be born and be- 
come international in extent. It 
might supply a common aim for en- 
listing the support of a great many 
well-known leaders in our national 
and international life; the men and 
women returning from the Forces, not 
pacifist but strongly anti-war; the 
individuals in organizations affiliated 
to the National Peace Council; the 
newly-formed United Nations Asso- 
ciation (successor to the League of 
Nations Union which fought so hard 
for the success of the Disarmament 
Conference of 1932); the churches; 
the progressive elements in the politi- 
eal parties; and the trade unions 
(with a vision of international sup- 
port through the World Federation of 
Trade Unions!). 


Small-nation support 


The dilemma in which smal] nations 
are placed in the event of total war 
would almost certainly mean their 
fervent support for a genuine at- 
tempt at world disarmament. Simi- 
larly the British Dominions and the 
rising powers of China and India 
would be likely to favour it. Such 
help would be vital in the attempt to 
secure that the politicians of the Big 
Three organize world disarmament, 
in lieu of their present undertaking 
(Article 26 of the United Nations 
Charter) merely to regulate arma- 
ments. r 

Is the PPU big enough to depart 
from ‘its traditional policy of “ uni- 
lateral disarmament” in order to com- 
bine with all those of progressive out- 
look in what is claimed to be the 
most realistic approach to the aboli- 
tion of war? 


-HOUSMAN'S| 
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PPU Column 


DEVELOPMENTS 


The Development Committee, and 
the Development Officers in their turn 
(John Barclay, Albert Tomlinson and 
Donald Port), have tried to do a solid 
and straightforward job in bringing 
members and groups into Regions and 
Areas to make more smooth the or- 
ganization of the PPU. The pioneer 
stage ended long ago when the frame- 
work was complete. 

It was followed by a period of inten- 
sive work to fill in the weak places, 
and in some areas local responsibility 
has been so successfully encouraged 
that local organizers are employed. 
This has slightly reduced the work, 
but not the responsibility of the Com- 
mittee. The time has now come, how- 
ever, to take stock and to assess the 
value of any further purely organiz- 
ing work; and the financial state of 
the Union has made such a review 
more urgent. 

National Council has agreed to work 
to an economy budget in 1946 for it 
shares responsibility not only for 
raising money but for its wise expen- 
diture. Development Committee 
whose job it has been to keep contact 
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“f RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL 
NEVER SUPPORT OR SANCTION 
ANOTHER.” 


This pledge, signed by each member, Is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Further information from: General 
Secretary, PPU, Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 
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with the members up and down the 
eountry whose pennies keep the Move- 
ment going, takes part regretfully 
but of necessity in the general 
economy. 

Fortunately no dismissals of staff 
are involved though some will be used 
for other work in the office. Donald 
Port’s recent resignation has left a 
vacancy which will not be filled. 
Instead, responsibility for the general 
work will be shared voluntarily by the 
members of Development Committee 
with the Area secretaries and organi- 
zers. 

Lilla Tansley, who has worked at 
Head Office in charge of records for 
the last two years will now be Secre- 
tary to the Development Committee, 
with other help in the daily task of 
maintaining the membership file. The 
limited staff for this work makes it 
increasingly important that secretar- 
ies should be clear and concise in all 
requests for information and also in 


supplying particulars about local 
changes (which should be done 
promptly). 


We have no fears that the Union 
will suffer through these enforced 
economies. Its foundation has always 
been in the acceptance of voluntary 
responsibility and an_ increasing 
awareness of that responsibility may 
be a great factor in helping us to face 
our pregnant and responsible future. 


The other Japan 


TT would be difficult indeed to pack— 
without any sense of overcrowd- 
ing—more illuminating insights into 
the Japanese character into a 24-page 
pamphlet than Muriel Lester manages 
to convey in “The Other Japan” 
(Friends Peace Committee 9d.). It 
is a very remarkable piece of work. 
Conspicuously, she succeeds in mak- 
ing us conscious of two things—the 
profound moral discipline with which 
the whole Japanese people is per- 
meated, and the extraordinary heights 
of spiritual heroism that can be at- 
tained when this age-old tradition is 
creatively linked to a Christian con- 
viction. She makes it clear that the 
appeal of Christianity to the Japan- 
ese is primarily ethical—as it were a 
nobler, more humane and more exact- 
ing Bushido. 

That is a tremendous demand to 
make on Western Christianity, which 
it is hard to believe it is capable of 
satisfying. But that in turn suggests 
the thought, which has occurred of 
late years to many religious thinkers, 
that the real renascence of Christ- 
ianity—into a heroic religion—will 
come from the East. 


European stocktaking 


In “Twenty Years’ Work in_the 
War Resisters’ International” (WRI, 
11, Abbey Road, Enfield, 6d.) Miss 
Grace Beaton gives an interesting and 
valuable account of the work done 
both by the Central Organization and 
its affiliated bodies. It contains an 


important elucidation: 
*It should be understood that on the Con- 


Words of Peace 


No 156 


Many of the finer among the CO's 
won the puzzled respect and even the 
admiration of the prison officials, 
soldiers and their fellow prisoners, ... 
One of our friends was talking sur- 
reptitiously with a man who was do- 
ing time for theft. “I can’t make 
you fellows out,” said the jailbird. 
“You won't kill or fight. You won't 
defend yourself against attack. You 
have no sort of protection against 
anyone who wants to do you down. 
Why, suppose you had a tobacconist’s 
shop, and I came in and took a box 
of your best cigars. I don’t believe 
you'd knock me down. I’m not even 
sure you would give me into custody!” 
“Of course,” he added, naively, “I 
wouldn't do it to a chap like you!” 

—Elizabeth F. Howard, 


tinent the phrase ‘anti-militant’ stands for 


the out-and-out pacifist, while the term paci- | 


fist’ merely means someone with a general 
desire for peace.” 


There is a gloomy account of 
France. “ The blind hatred and venge- 
ance which is being preached every- 


where against the German people as | 


a whole . . . seems to me one of the 
greatest dangers of the future,” 
writes one French correspondent. 
Another that “for years pacifist 


propaganda in France will be danger- 


ous In its present state of mind.” 

From this and other like evidence Grace 
Beaton concludes: ‘The facts are such as to 
convince us that it would be only foolish to 
take up yet awhile war-resistance organiza- 
tion as we knew it before the war.” It is an 
important corrective to the views of those 
who, having experienced only the privile lu 
position of pacifists in England, think it is all 
plain sailing. 


Decision on Germany 


In ‘‘Germany? We must make up our 
Minds” (National Peace Council, 2d.) Gerald 
Bailey protests against the de facto interpre- 
tation of the Potsdam agreement whereby a 
vastly incpyeased population is being thrust 
into a territorially diminished Germany and 
at the same time the industrial equipment 
necessary to support the population is being 
ruthlessly taken from her. 

Do we want Germany to live or die? Can 
any sane man face the consequences oi that 


-overall reduction of the European standard of 


living which wil} follow the virtual destruc- 
tion of German industry? It is an absolutely 
vital matter on which public opinion must be 
awakened. 


A noble faith 


The second edition of Stephen Hobhouse's 
“A Confession of Faith in War-time” 
(Friends Peace Committee, 6d.) is notably 
enlarged by some pages of thoughts which 
have arisen since the dropping of the atom- 
bomb. These increase the claim of this little 
book to be reckoned among the noblest 
spiritual utternnces which the war has called 
forth. It is to be hoped that many (to whom 
the Christian idiom is normally strange or 
even repugnant) will be moved ta wrestle with 
its doctrine—at least unti] they understand 
that the Christian idiom enables truths to be 
uttered that can be uttered as fully in no other 
way. Finally, we are glad indeed to see that 
Stephen Hobhouse confirms our own hesitant 
feeling in these words written at the end of 
October: 

“In the last few weeks the catastrophe 
in Germany, the international deadlock, and 
the tragedy of Europe has been intensified ; 
and winter is approaching. Yet, at least in 
our own country, the spiritual atmosphere 
has been brighter, and this may mean much” 
in human history.” 
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TIGER BAY 


N Cardiff our smallest Unit is 

working in an area which 
presents one of the biggest and 
most complex social problems in 
Britain. Tiger Bay is a district 
at once romantic and colourful, 
monotonous and drab, where 
dwells a community as distinctive 
in its identity as it is cosmopoli- 
tan in its diversity ... but little 
known, except by mame, to many 
who live in and around Cardiff, in 
whose minds it still conjures up a 
picture of knives, drugs and 
brothels . isolated geograph- 
ically from the rest of Cardiff, 
being bounded by canal, docks, 
railway and sea, whilst a social 
barrier has been erected through 
colour prejudice. 

At a disused shop chinks of 
light reveal in the doorway a 
small boy of six. From him a 
torrent of dreadful abuse passes 
through the letter-box to those 
children within, who, from the 
noise which reaches our ears, are 
having the time of their lives. 
He is outside because it is not his 
night for playcentre. , . 

The workers in the playcentre 
do not pretend to tackle the whole 
problem of the children’s leisure, 
but by meeting them in different 
groups each evening of the week, 
at week-end rambles and in 
camps, have been able to create 
friendships with them and their 
families. They stress the import- 
ance of living, as well as working, 
in the district. 

The urgent need is to follow up 
the contacts already made over a 
period of three and a half years. 

The need for more personnel 
and funds is urgent. 

From P. S. U. Newsletter. 


Changes at the Central Board 


AT the beginning of the year the 
> Central Board for CO’s has a 
new Secretary who also takes over the 
work of the Public Relations Officer. 
When conscription was imposed in 
May of 1939, Nancy Browne used to 
help Stuart Morris with the numerous 
enquiries that arrived daily at PPU 
Headquarters ,and when the National 
Joint Advisory Bureau, and later the 
Central Board, was formed, she was 
the obvious choice for the post of 
Secretary, Her untiring work and 
personal attention to individual cases 
have earned the gratitude of thou- 
sands of COs all over the country. 
Joe Brayshaw, the present Public 
Relations Officer, was one of those 
natural leaders “ thrown. up” by the 
Movement. From arduous work for 
CO’s in Manchester the graduated to 
the Central Board Head Office at the 
end of 1940 and has since been un- 


feel that their particular contribution 
has been made, that the time has come 
to give way to “new blood” in tack- 


ling the many problems that remain. 

To replace them has been no easy task. A 
number of names well known ito pacifists 
throughout the country might well have been 
available for the now combined post. But 
the Board’s choice has fallen upon a young 
CO, at present known to few, who by a 
Tribunal appearance in 1940 and five years’ 
work on the land has completely identified 
himself with the main body of COs, knowing 
their difficulties and understanding their 
problems—because their difficulties and their 
problems were his also. For years he has 
been an Advisory Bureau secretary and’ 2 
youth club leader, while his alkround ability 
is shown by a fine pre-war record in the law. 
With Jack Carruthers, Denis Hayes and the 
rest of the staff, the new Secretary is keen 
.o start and to succeed in his new sphere. 
His name is Graham Wiggs, and we commend 
him to the Movement in the considerable 
work that lies ahead. 


“RELEASE” BILL REPORT STAGE 


The Report Stage of the National Service 
(Release of CQs) Bill is to be taken in the 
Commons on Jan. 22, according to the present 
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Economic threat to the French 


Civilisation 


tion. Because of it so many French 
provincial towns possess a life of their 
own, based on an independent economy 
of small enterprise, often producing 
some delightful and _— satisfying 
speciality. Who would give up the 
berlingots of Carpentras for the mass- 
produced toffees of Mackintosh or 
Kreemy Sharp? (Berlingots look like 
fairy bulls-eyes, but they are flav- 
oured with real fruit juices.) 

I will have a new paragraph to ex- 
patiate on berlingots, for they have a 
moral as well as a flavour. They 
cost twice or three times as much as 
the cheap sweets of the British fac- 
tory. They are a Juxury. And they 
are looked upon in France as a luxury. 
The little French boy does not expect 
to be champing sweets all day. If he 
wants to champ, he must take it out 
on a hunk of good bread. But a ber- 
lingot is an aroma, a rarity—to be 
lingered over in the spirit of Shake- 
speare’s sonnet— 


His sweet up-locked treasure 
The which he wil] not ;ery hour survey 
For blunting the fine po!nt of seldom pleasure. 


True civilization 


BEHIND the French aversion to 

mass-production is a two-fold in- 
stinet of discrimination. First, a 
discrimination in pleasures: the civil- 
ized man’s knowledge that by champ- 
ing chocolates all day he will destroy 
his appreciation of them. Second, a 
discrimination in work: the civilized 
man’s knowledge that it is better if 
people are employed in producing 
smaller quantities of things fine and 
excellent in themselves which it gives 
them satisfaction to produce than if 
they are employed in producing large 
quantities of commonplace things. In 
other words the French retain the 
conviction that the standard of living 
is not to be measured quantitatively 
but qualitatively. 

This, I believe, is of the essence of 
true civilization. And though I some- 
times have hard words to say about 
the French, for their civilization I 
revere them. They are an example to 
the whole world. It will be an un- 
mitigated disaster if, in pursuit of in- 
creased productivity, they lose the 
genius for discrimination which raises 
them above all the other nations of 
the world—the sense of perfection 
which makes the ordered array of a 
French grocer’s shop in a little village 
an object lesson in reverence for “ the 
minute particulars.” The French 
have striven, by native instinct, to 
keep the Machine in its. place—to 
subordinate it to human values, and 
not to allow it to ride like a Jugger- 
naut over them. It is because of this 
that they were doomed to defeat in 
modern war-—-that apotheosis of in- 
discrimination. What I fear is that 
they may now be beguiled into the 
pursuit of productivity as a means to 
power, instead of production to en- 
hance the quality of life. 


A place in the story 


HIITLER'S last will and testament 
is a dignified document, and 
Goebbels’ addition to it a moving one. 


He that can endure 
To follow with allegiance a fall’n lord 
Doth conquer him that did his master conquer 
And earns a place i’ the story. 


Goebbels has earned a place in the 
story. And unless the powers that 
be—Russia included—are prepared to 
act with a great deal more imagina- 
tion towards Germany than they have 
done so far, the story will be told— 
and the German people will listen. 


e 
it’s your 
world now 
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Expanding Surface 


A LL of the costumes for “ The 
~ School for Scandal,” cur- 
rently showing at the University 
Th_atre, were designed especially 
for the members of the cast. 

George Ebeling, who plays the 
villian, Joseph Surface, rushed in 
shortly before curtain time and 
started to put on his costume. He 
pulled and tugged at his breeches 
but they just wouldn’t go on. 

Ebeling is a member of the con- 
scientious objector group which 
had been on an_ experimental 
semi-starvation diet for several 
months. Last weekend the -xperi- 
ment ended, and the men were 
allowed to eat as much as they 
pleased. Ebeling ate and ate and 
ate—fried chicken, cake, pie, 
potatoes and anything else he 
could get his hands on. 

Result — the breeches just 
wouldn’t fit. Now every time 
Ebeling comes in for a perform- 
ance, the costume has to be let 
out a little bit more. 


—Minnesota Daily. 


i Christmas Social and 


e ° 
open-air meeting 
MPHE annual Christmastide gather- 

ing of North Sondon PPU held 
on Dec. 8, was an exceptional success. 
At a time when most _ idealistic 
societies are finding enthusiasm at a 
low ebb it was. most inspiring to 
mingle with a live and happy com- 
pany of some 300 pacifists and their 
friends in the afternoon public open- 
air meeting on “Save Europe Now,” 
addressed by Sybil Morrison, Dr. 
Albert Belden and John Barclay 
attracted many passers-by, and Peace 
News and literature were sold. 

Each group in the region was responsible 
for some part of the evening programme and 
together they presented a very attractive 
variety of stalls and sideshows. WRI con- 
tributed an interesting exhibition of work 
and collected a considerable amount of clothing 
for Europe. Mr. Runham_ Brown outlined 
their relief activities and John Barclay intro- 
duced a popular branch of Housmans. ; 

The high lights of the evening were an im- 
pressive address by the guest of honour, Dr. 
A. D. Belden and # very entertaining perform- 
ance by the Barnet Concert Party, lead by 
John Fitch. 5 

PPU Autumn Appeal receives £56 profit, 
and £20 worth of books and Christmas cards 
were sold. 


METAL FOR BELLS AND ; 
GUNS 


“ The Christmas bells of peace, like 
the guns of war, are also made of 
metal.” So concludes Arthur Wragg 
in.a Christmas messages featured in 
the December Bulletin of the Central 
Board for COs (3d.; 6, Endsleigh 
St., WC1) in which, fearing that paci- 
fists have “ become a trifle sour” he 
asks them “ to be much more econmic, 
political and practical ... before we 


start to rebuild.” 
The Bulletin also includes Capt. B. H. 
Liddell Hart’s views on conscription and the 
atomic bomb, a note on the Danish pacifists’ 
work under the Nazi occupation, a list of 
COs expected to be in jail this Christmas, 
and an introduction to Graham Wiggs, who 
takes over the secretaryship when Nancy 
Browne resigns at the turn of the year. 
a ee 


ADVISORY BUREAUX »: 
CHANGES 


NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM 
Regional! Secretary and Newcastle Secretary: 
Frank. Gillender now at Percy House, Lynd- 
hurst Terrace, Swalwell-on-Tyne. 

AXMINSTER: Now covers Honiton and 
Sidmouth. 

Delete SIDMOUTH. 

HARTLEPOOLS (Co. Durham): G. Vivian 
Pope now 4 Albion Terrace, Hartlepool. 

PETERSFIELD (Hants): Individual 
Adviser now Arnold Jones, Orchard Cottage, 
Hawley, Liss, Hants. 

PONTEFRACT AND DISTRICT (Yorks): 
Individual Adviser, John Muschamp, now at 
32 Barnsley Road, Ackworth, Nr. Pontefract. 

IPSWICH: R. Walker now 66 Brunswick 
Road, Ipswich 


SOUTH-WEST SCOTLAND: Regional Secre- : 


tary and Glasgow Secretary, John S. Chal- 
mers, now 56 Ardmay Crescent, Glasgow, S.4. 

KIDDERMINSTER (Worcs): Ronald Pres- 
ton, now Abberley Villa, Warwick Street, 
Stourport-on-Severn. 


CHRISTMAS EVE MEETINGS 


So that word about the meetings 
may be sent to our friends on the 
Continent the PPU General Secretary 
will be glad to hear as soon as possi- 
ble from those people who arranged 
Christmas Eve meetings in line with 
the suggestion made by Doris Nicholls, 
Karlin Capper-Johnson, Reginald Rey- 
nolds and himself. 


Published from 3 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4, by “ Peace News” Ltd. Printed by 
Clifford Printing Co. 


(T.U.), London, N.16. 


This’ peaceful view of the interior of 


Housman’s Bookshop, Shaftesbury 


Avenue, W.1, is not typical of the atmosphere in the weeks before Christ- 
mas, when the shop was crowded and most satisfactory business was done. 


Surrender to the | 


financiers 


rer support given by Parliament | 
to the American loan, including | 
acceptance of the Bretton Woods | 
monetary plan, has not only placed on 
the shoulders of our people an intoler- | 
able and unnecessary burden for 50 
years to come but has also enthroned 
in a position of supreme power an ir- 
responsible gang of international 
financiers who are dominated by Wall 


Street and whose marked predilection 
for the use of gold gives the lie to all 
their fine phrases about’ the philan- 
thropic aims of the Fund. 

Almost equally disturbing, I think, 
has been the hght which the Loan 
debates have thrown on the mentality, 
motives and standards of members of 
Parliament of both Houses. It is no 
exaggeration to say that, because so 
little in the material sphere can be 
done without enough money in the 
right place, a working knowledge of 
the financial system is a qualification 
for a member of the Legislature 
second only in importance to personal 
integrity of character. The debates, 
however, showed, not only the vast 
number of members of Parliament 
who are completely ignorant about 
money, but the almost equally large | 
number who are determined not to 
profit by the counsel of those who are 
in a position to give them enlighten- 


ment. 

The number of Labour members who reall 
disapproved of the Loan but voted for it 
because they were pledged to obey their Party 
Whips showed how evil is the arrangement 
which can put Party discipline and Party 
loyalty above conscience and national interest. 
The tactics of the opposition who would vote 
neither for, nor against, the Loan had little 
to commend them and the reasons advanced 
for their abstention varied from the poor to 
the contemptible. Some saw no alternative, 
being blind to the productive capacity of the 
sterling area under an enlightened monetary 
and trade system. Some feared to cause frie- 
tion between the more or less United Nations 
and preferred to sell the pass to the financiers 
and enjoy a peace under the rules dictated by 
the Wall Street overlords. Most shocking of 
all was the argument put forward in the 
House of Lords that it would be dangerous 
for their political safety if they gave the 
Labour government a chance of vilifying them 
in the eyes of the electorate as being respon- 
sible for continued “ austerity.” 

Seeing that the British people appear so 
fond of frequent and unnecessary wars, it is 
indeed fortunate that they do not display on 
the battlefield that cowardice. and lack of 
enterprise which characterize their representa- 
tives in the field of politics and economics. 
We do indeed need a larger supply of men 
who can see the right and, when they see it, 
are prepared to do it at any cost regardless 
of mere expediency and apparent safety. 


BEDFORD. 
Crowholt, Woburn. 
Bletchley, Bucks. 


A USEFUL GUIDE 


How misleading a book’s title can be is 
demonstrated by YOUTH SERVICE HAND- 
BOOK (edited by Dermott Grubb and _ pub- 


lished by Walker and Sons, 3 Woodstock 
Street, London, at 6s. 6d.). PPU groups 
engaged in public activities would find it. 


this 150-page book, of great value. At tells 
where to hire films, buy posters, gives informa- 
tion about a variety of organizations, deals 
with entertainments tax and scores of other 
things. The list of addresses would be im- 
proved by the inclusion of telephone numbers, 
and there are a few slight errors and mis- 
prints. But altogether it would be a useful 
way of spending some of your 1946 quota at 
Housman’s. 


IN BIRMINGHAM BULL RING 


Open-air PPU meetings on Saturdays at 6.30 
p.m. are held in the Bull Ring, Birmingham. 
Rev. Kenneth Sainsbury, Tom Edwards, Ernest 
Fletcher and Harry Gibson have spoken 
recently about the atomic bomb and European 
misery in relation to the Christmas spirit. 


HEADWAY IN 
HORNSEY 


N ANY libraries banned Peace 

News during the war. Most 
of them, reasonably enough, have 
lifted the ban when the display 
of the paper has been raised again 
in the past six months, 

Hornsey, however (on our own 
doorstep!), seems to think that 
“there’s a war on.” Or perhaps 
local councillors are more afraid 
of “dangerous thoughts” than 
they are enamoured of free dis- 
cussion. 

At all events, despite the efforts 
of the Labour Group, the Council 
have confirmed by 19 votes to 17 
a committee decision not to dis- 
play Peace News in their 
libraries. 

We doubt whether the local 
citizen believes there is any magic 
in that majority of two. No 
doubt when Hornsey’s 19 censori- 
ous councillors are more accus- 
tomed to “the end of the emerg- 
ency ” they will be persuaded to 
be less paternal and more toler- 
ant in their attitude to the 
burgesses’ reading. 


POSTERS AND SLOGANS 


QGOME 27 entries embodying 71 dif- 

ferent suggestion for Peace 
News posters and slogans were re- 
ceived in response to an invitation for 
readers to help in our New Year Pub- 
licity Campaign. 7 

The best entry, a striking poster 
design by Harry Watkinson, of the 
Enfield Group, is rewarded with a 
half guinea book-token. Consolation 
prizes go to Stanley Ellison, of Ilford, 
and Frank Dawtry, who sent the most 


apt slogans. 
We are very grateful for all the 


ideas submitted and will welcome 
readers’ suggestions at any time. 


@ ie don’t want another pacifist 
movement either. We say why 
and how you should work within 
existing pacifist groups in “ But 
What Hinders You” (4d.). 


PHENIX GROUP, 141, Grays 
Inn Rd., London, W.C.1. 


CATARRH 


THIS commonest of all disease con- 

ditions amongst civilised peoples, 
greatly impairs mental efficiency, lowers 
resistance to infection, and generally 
debilitates its innumerable victims. The 
true remedy is to de-toxicate thesystem, 
restore the clean bloodstream of youth, 
and then reform the diet and other 
habits of living. 

Garlic—a prescription with 000 
years of history—is a most powerful 
disinfecting agent ; and greatly helps in 
neutralising and liquifying catarrh. 

Send stamps, Sd. for two 20-page 
booklets about Garlic in its modern 
deodorised. forms which impart no taint 
whatever to the breath or person. 


Allysol Company, Fairlight, Sussex 
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